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With respect to indepeadent Claim 18, the Applicant respectfully travexses the 

rejection. Ihdqjcndcnt Claim 18 states as follows: 

18. A beverage system for producing a beverage from a source of 
hot water and a numher of beverage materid containers^ 
a plate; 

said plate comprising a plurality of apertures, said plurality of 
apertures steed to accommodate the bev^ge material contains; and 

an injection station positioned about said pte.te; 

said injection station comprising means for injecting the beverage 
material containers >vith hot water from the hot water source so as to produce 
the beverage. 

The Applicant points out that the claim specifically calls for the plate to include a 
plurality of £q[)ertures sized to acconmiodate the beverage matedal containers. Although Vlcker does 
appear to show some sort of plate or carrying member 26 with pockets 30, these pockets do not 
extend through &e plate. Rather^ each of the pockets 30 lead to a nozzle 32 so as to collect the 
beverage as it flows thorein. The Applicant thus asserts that the cited references do not show the 
aperture limitation as called for herein. The Applicant therefore asserts that independeait Claim 18 
and the dependent claims thereon are patentable. 

The Applicant further traverses the rejection of dependeut Clatm 20 oonceniing a limit 
switch for the reason described above and on the g^oxmds that the cited references appear to be silent 
on such. The Applicant fhxthCT traverses the rgectiott of dq>^dent Clafan 27 for the reasons given 
above and because the cited references appear to be silent on the specific force range- 
Claim 32 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) asbeingnnpatentableoverVickerin 
View of Favre in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,855,161 to Cortese. The Applicant respectfiiUy 
traverses the rejection for the reason described above* 
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